
Miró Quartet 
 
The Miró Quartet is one of America’s most celebrated and dedicated string quartets, having 
been labeled by The New Yorker as “furiously committed” and noted by the Cleveland Plain-
Dealer for their “exceptional tonal focus and interpretive intensity.” For the past twenty years 
the Quartet has performed throughout the world on the most prestigious concert stages, 
earning accolades from passionate critics and audiences alike. Based in Austin, TX, and thriving 
on the area’s storied music scene, the Miró takes pride in finding new ways to communicate 
with audiences of all backgrounds while cultivating the longstanding tradition of chamber 
music.  
 
Highlights of recent seasons include a highly anticipated and sold-out return to Carnegie Hall to 
perform Beethoven’s Opus 59 quartets; a performance at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center 
as part of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center’s inaugural residency; the world 
premiere of a new concerto for string quartet and orchestra by Pulitzer Prize-winning composer 
Kevin Puts; performances of the complete Beethoven Cycle at the Orcas Island Chamber Music 
Festival and at Tokyo’s Suntory Hall; and debuts in Korea, Singapore, and at the Hong Kong 
International Chamber Music Festival.  
 
The Quartet’s 2018-19 season includes performances for the New York Philharmonic with 
Gabriel Kahane; collaborations with Anton Nel, Clive Greensmith, and Martin Beaver; and 
appearances with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, the Detroit Chamber Music 
Society, and the LMMC in Montreal. Other recent highlights include performances at the 
Phillips Collection, Chamber Music Monterey Bay, the Green Music Center, Chamber Music 
Northwest, and Emerald City Music in Seattle, as well as collaborations with David Shifrin, 
Andre Watts, and Wu Han, and a performance of the complete Beethoven cycle in just nine 
days for Chamber Music Tulsa.  
 
A favorite of summer chamber music festivals, the Miró Quartet has recently performed at La 
Jolla Music Society’s SummerFest, the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, OK Mozart, and 
Music@Menlo. The Miró regularly collaborates with pianist Jon Kimura Parker, percussionist 
Colin Currie, and mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke.  
 
Formed in 1995, the Miró Quartet was awarded first prize at several national and international 
competitions including the Banff International String Quartet Competition and the Naumburg 
Chamber Music Competition. Deeply committed to music education, members of the Quartet 
have given master classes at universities and conservatories throughout the world, and since 
2003 the Miró has served as the quartet-in-residence at the University of Texas at Austin Sarah 
and Ernest Butler School of Music. In 2005, the Quartet became the first ensemble ever to be 
awarded the coveted Avery Fisher Career Grant.  
 
Having released nine celebrated recordings, the Miró recently produced an Emmy Award-
winning multimedia project titled Transcendence. A work with visual and audio elements 



available on live stream, CD, and Blu-ray, Transcendence encompasses philanthropy and 
documentary filmmaking and is centered around a performance of Franz Schubert’s Quartet in 
G major on rare Stradivarius instruments. The Miró records independently and makes its music 
available on a global scale through Apple Music, Amazon, Spotify, Pandora, and YouTube.  
The Miró Quartet took its name and its inspiration from the Spanish artist Joan Miró, whose 
Surrealist works — with subject matter drawn from the realm of memory, dreams, and 
imaginative fantasy — are some of the most groundbreaking, influential, and admired of the 
20th century.  
 
 

Masumi Per Rostad 
The Grammy Award-winning violist Masumi Per Rostad has received praise for his rich and 
expressive tone, energy, and commanding presence, and has been described by critics as an 
“electrifying, poetic and sensitive musician.” In addition to performing, Rostad teaches and has 
contributed to online and print publications. 
 
Rostad started studying music, initially on the violin, at the Third Street Music School 
Settlement in New York City when he was three years old. He discovered the viola when he was 
twelve years old and four years later, attracted to the instrument’s warm and mellow sound, 
devoted himself to the viola. 
 
As a member of the Pacifica Quartet, which he joined in 2001, Masumi has performed and 
toured extensively throughout the United States, Europe, Asia, and Australia. In 2009, the 
quartet received a Grammy for Best Chamber Music Performance and was named Musical 
America’s Ensemble of the Year. Other honors include the Cleveland Quartet Award and the 
Avery Fisher Career Grant. From 2009 to 2012, Pacifica was the quartet-in-residence at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, a position that had been held only by the Guarneri String 
Quartet. The ensemble has served as quartet-in-residence at Indiana University’s Jacobs School 
of Music, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Northwestern University, and the 
University of Chicago. 
 
As a soloist, Rostad has appeared at prominent festivals including Spoleto USA, Music@Menlo, 
Marlboro, and Rockport Chamber Music; collaborated with such string quartets as the St. 
Lawrence, Pavel Hass, Emerson, and the Ying Quartet, which is the quartet-in-residence at the 
Eastman School of Music; and toured extensively and recorded as a former member of the 
International Sejong Soloists and the Metamorphosen Chamber Orchestra. 
 
Rostad’s advocacy for the arts and passion to increase opportunities for audiences to hear 
chamber music led him to launch DoCha, a festival in Champaign, IL. Events feature multi-genre 
collaborative presentations from classical chamber music to contemporary dance to the spoken 
word. All programs are free and include performances for elementary school students and 
master classes, competitions, and performance opportunities for local music students. 



Rostad has been a contributing writer to such publications as Strings, Gramophone, The 
Huffington Post, and The Guardian. 
 
Rostad received his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from The Juilliard School, where he 
received the Lillian Fuchs Award for outstanding graduating violist. There, he studied with 
legendary violist and pedagogue Karen Tuttle from the age of 17; just three years later, when 
he was 20, she selected him as her teaching assistant. Rostad performed the world premiere of 
Michael White’s Viola Concerto in Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall, and gave the New York 
premiere of Paul Schoenfield’s Viola Concerto with the Juilliard Symphony. 
 
Rostad has served on the faculties of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the University of Chicago, and Northwestern 
University, and given numerous solo and chamber music master classes at schools, venues, and 
festivals including the Cleveland Institute of Music, the Colburn School, the New York Youth 
Symphony, Suntory Hall, Sydney Conservatory, the Royal College of Music, the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, and the Aspen and Bowdoin festivals.  
 


